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HISTORY OF EDUCATION

Ewa Barnaś-Baran
 Magical Childhood. Traditions and Rituals Related to Childcare in Galicia
in the Second Half of the 19th and Early 20th Century

Summary

The article discusses activities and rituals connected with the period of pregnancy, child birth, baptism and nurturing an infant, characteristic for rural culture in Galicia in the 19th and early 20th century. Emphasis was placed on their preventive significance, particularly the function they held in protecting a mother and her offspring against adverse impact of forces and people with evil intentions. The immensity of hazards and dangers which mothers and children could be faced with, particularly in early childhood, was the reason why creating magical protection constituted a significant part of adequately performed parenting function. The 19th century population of Galicia exercised widespread beliefs, rituals and efforts aimed at providing protection for mother and child which involved their partial separation from the world. The isolation was of temporal, territorial, functional and social character. In the subsequent centuries adults, particularly parents, are still burdened with anxieties, fears and concerns related to the pregnant woman, the newborn child and the infant’s mother. The preventive measures still include many practices, which in times of developed civilization are never called magical, yet their essential meaning is to create the space for safe “transition” of the human from the state of Nature to Culture. At present most magical behaviours can be examined exclusively from the historical point of view; their disappearance was partly caused by the progressive changes in civilization. The substance of the ritual practices, norms, prohibitions was reconstructed for the article from the information contained in handwritten records held in the Archive of the Ethnographic Museum in Rzeszów. Those included memoirs and journals of folk writers, as well as interviews and reports on ethnographic research conducted during 1957–1967. In recollections supplied by interviewed subjects, aged 50–90, magical components were intertwined with elements of religious practices. By exercising the care giving and educating functions, parents combined elements of magic and religion, which constituted the “popular vision of the world”. The latter reflected the combination of two belief systems co-creating the interrelated and complementary whole, Christian and magic syncretism. Traditionally magic practices organized the world, gave “recipe” for conduct in specific difficult situations (pregnancy, labour, nurturing an infant, or the baby’s death). Today parents adhere to the same goals in their childcare, they only have changed the methods and means of expressing that.

PEDAGOGICS

Wojciech Błażejewski

Methodological Aspects of General Education Effectiveness Evaluation

Summary

The scientific literature concerning general education effectiveness indicates it, is a relative, multiparametrical term. It requires a point of reference and depends on the author`s intention.

The effectiveness of education is often considered as a definitional ratio of education quality or a specific pedagogical category — a phenomenon described by empirical tools. In general it is a relation of didactic and educational effects to an amount of labour. A range of effects and amount of labour as well as a fluctuation based on social and cultural dynamic changes make it complicated to establish a strict formula for calculation and comparison of an educational effectiveness. The evaluation of educational effectiveness is often undertaken by educators, economists, local government and state representatives as well as pedagogic supervisors, employers, students and their parents. This estimation depends on their point of view, interest and duties. The definition of educational effectiveness occurs in different context, depending on subjective author’s estimation. It causes various misunderstandings and inaccuracy. In methodological aspects it is necessary to consider the choice of complementary paradigms, accurate indicators and limitation out of control variables. The social interest requires optimal educational effectiveness regarding different points of interest. The research should combine science of many disciplines. Initially the model of general education should be created, as well as its priorities and standards. It is also important to overcome communication difficulties between representatives of various disciplines: economists, sociologists and educators.
Justyna Kusztal

The Comparative Research on Rehabilitation Pedagogy – Searching of the Study Procedure

Summary

The author of this monograph attempts to outline the major requirements governing the procedure of comparative studies in social rehabilitation. In the context of social rehabilitation, both in pedagogical theories and rehabilitation practice there is a need of innovation and reforms, and the results of comparative studies conducted in given institutions and whole systems in other countries could act as an inspiration. The author describes comparative studies as interdisciplinary in their nature and points out strict requirements of comparative studies such as contextuality and equivalence. The appropriate definition of the subject of study and research method itself, which needs to be different from classic procedures of comparative studies in pedagogy, are also problematic.
Barbara Lulek

Connections Between School and Family, and Local Environment – A Trial of Model Depiction
Summary

To sum up hitherto contemplation about exemplar model of pedagogical relations following the cooperation process, it is significant to point out its features. It should include cooperation, harmony, it also should focus on tasks and be opened to partnership of all educational subjects. The model is to withdraw rivalry, conflict situations, emotional prejudice and instrumentalism in favour all the points mentioned above. In this cooperation mode, parents as well as teachers and environment representatives are all regarded as partners. They are supposed to fulfill given tasks, challenges, and duties in educating, upbringing and care, with attention and reflection. In this concept, parents-local citizens, are essential in school, as they acquire specific information and abilities. In comparison to teachers, parents have advantage over them living near school. Parents can support their children development with significant knowledge capital, which is being familiar with local culture, activity and life. Parents as well as teachers and local environment representatives characterize not only with understanding towards other people participating in mutual relationship but also with frankness which helps to exchange information, make the views closer, work out common standpoints and find compromise in contentious issues. Such social relationships cause that other people behaviour is directed towards man’s good, as well as they make social groups creating mutual activity, support and cooperation. The research presumes to make some conclusions. It was made to create a model of mutual relationship between school, family and local environment. Evaluation of individual variables as well as introductory reconnaissance made on research results indicates that not all schools can be proud of systematic, planned and organized cooperation between two basic inter-scholar social circles, as well as wider environment. Depending on environment and type of institution, existing interpersonal relationship between mentioned subjects are in many cases limited to parents and their children-students issues, with no wider connection to educational process. Moreover, parents are not always prompt to actively participate in school life, propose changes or educational initiatives. Thus, it is necessary to differentiate schools in cities and in villages. These differences are mostly connected to a type and range of tasks taken up in cooperation with social environment, range of co-working institutions, equipping schools in necessary tools which support afterschool activity organization. Thus, city and village schools need to be differentiated only in some ranges of their activity conditions, for example: didactic base development, more teacher stuff and coordination of educational activity. This study separates three model solutions. They are based on research results and the look on current state of mutual relations between school, family and wider environment. The models create a quality scale, from the most hostile relations between parents, teachers and other engaged people based on delegating representatives to mutual activity, to full, multidimensional cooperation.

Andrzej M. de Tchorzewski

Inter- and Multidisciplinarity of Modern Pedagogical Sciences and Consequences of Their Application

Summary

Since the times of J. F. Herbart, due to the broadening its research field, improving its own methodology and skillfully referring to new research disciplines, especially empirical studies, pedagogy has gained higher scientific level. Owing to this process, in spite of its roots in philosophy, pedagogy has become inter- and multidisciplinary science. Modern pedagogical sciences make more use of and more widely refer not only to humanities, philosophical and social studies, but also to biological, medical, economic, demographic and theological studies. Interdisciplinarity of pedagogical sciences influences their internal structure, which makes possible to set apart basic and applied sub-disciplines within them. Each of them attempts to define its own subject of cognition and establish detailed research issues. Meta-theoretical discourse taken up in pedagogy allows to examine theories that are built within them and thanks to which individual sub-disciplines of pedagogical sciences fulfill their functions, especially idiographic-diagnostic and heuristic-cognitive. Multidisciplinarity of pedagogical sciences consists in taking up the same or similar detailed issues within all their sub-disciplines, as well as these sciences which make education and socialization subject of their cognition. Inter- and multidisciplinarity of pedagogy influences content of modern educators’ education, and at the same time creation of numerous specialties and professional specializations, continually broadening their scope. Previously reflective and instrumental for the needs of teaching and school education processes, pedagogy has lost its original sense and role. Many of new pedagogical specialties raise some objections, because practice of university education does not fully allow for the process of formation of graduates’ personalities, concentrating exclusively on quite narrow professionalization which amounts to equipping them with practical knowledge and professional skills. However, optimal training process for educators having various specialties and specializations should focus on intellectual (knowledge, erudition, wisdom), professional (predispositions, predilections, qualifications, competence, creativity), as well as ethical and deontological elements which are related to conscious actions and professional behaviour from ethical point of view.
Maria Kocór

Teachers’ Readiness for Developing Professional Competence

Summary

The article covers the subject of teachers’ professional competence – established, used and developed in education practice. Compiling the theoretical model of teachers’ competence, the author determines its major components, such as: knowledge, abilities and personality features. She claims that the competent teacher’s knowledge includes: general knowledge about the world, objective, pedagogical and psychological knowledge. Except for that, she divides abilities into: communicative, managerial and social. Personality features in the discussed competence model are: subjective, creative and teachers’ moral features. Her considerations are based on the critical analysis of the scientific literature and the research results conducted among teachers and students. She tries to answer the question: What is the modern teachers’ readiness to develop their professional competence? On the basis of the sounding research results, she determines the teachers’ competence level – their knowledge, abilities and personality features – based on their self assessment and students’ evaluations which are very diverse. They are more positively assessed by the teachers than the students. Making use of her own research results, the author diagnoses the level of perception of the substantial validity: completing the education and teachers’ self education in various fields and shaping abilities and attitudes essential to work with children and teenagers. She also defines the degree of teachers’ participation in various forms of completing their education in order to increase their competence level and she points out its usefulness for practice. Diagnosed level of pedagogical literature readership of the researched staff and defining the research attitude of the practising teachers which is the condition for effectiveness of their work, lead to the conclusion that constantly few teachers run critical reflection concerning their practice in order to acquire knowledge making them more competent and ready for changes.
Małgorzata Michel

The Strategy of Inclusion of the Youth in Local System of Prevention

Summary

This article attempts to analyze the concept of strategy in terms of problem solving in local communities. Its main goal is to present the strategy of the youth being marginalized inclusion by organizing different activities in Krzeszowice community. The article is only a part of the research on local systems of prevention and rehabilitation that has been done by the author since 2000 in Poland. This paper includes the analysis of the local strategy, local system of rehabilitation and also analyzes the concept of local marginalization in Poland. Social exclusion is the situation where a single person or social groups want to participate in the life of wider community but they do not know how to gain it, or there are other obstacles, such as political, economic or cultural reasons that are hard to overcome. Each strategy has its own features and stages. The main features are: horizon of time, results, human efforts, system of decisions, purposefulness, rationality, economic situation, inner coherence, interdisciplinary system and complexity. Efficacy of the strategy in local system of rehabilitation depends on the implementation of above features. Local system of rehabilitation is the set of activities (forms and methods) that are organized by special institutions whose main goal is to influence the individuals poorly adapted to the local community. These are also norms and the ways of activities that control the running of the local community as a whole. This system includes the elements and the features of the structure, the connections and relationships between people that have an impact on the single individual as well as the whole community. The main idea is to form those elements and connections so that they could create one harmonic and dynamic part that is able to develop and change. The structure of local system of rehabilitation consists of specific institutions. Each of those has its own functions, goals and particular work methods. Its contents should be complied with the requirements and needs of local community and should be carried out by trained professionals. Cooperation is a very important condition of the institution efficiency since it creates an institutional network. The major part of a good strategy is the monitoring connected with the evaluation of all activities. 
Dorota Pstrąg

Attitudes of School Students in the Phenomenal Subcultures
Summary

The formation and nature of destructive subculture groups depend on a number of social, cultural and psychological phenomena. Moral transformation, the related breakdown of traditional community ties and a difficult life situation of the young generation, favours alternative objectives and ideologies that are offered just by such groups. Therefore, certain categories of young people are particularly susceptible to their influence. The research presented in the paper enabled to identify a group of increased risk. These are mainly boys from environments with relatively low social status and educational aspirations. Subculture groups become a replacement environment, compensating for deficiencies and sometimes a dysfunctional family, provide a specifically understood social success, satisfy the need of belonging. Many young people are also adopting some elements, attributes and values of subcultures in order to highlight their own autonomy, that is the desire to distinguish themselves from their families and in the social environment. The youth declaring membership of subcultures usually confines to the external manifestation of their relationship with such groups. Dominant forms of activity undertaken in connection with the membership of a subculture are usually subculture emblems and symbols, wearing clothes (or just selected items), highlighting the membership of subcultures (89.7%), listening to the music characteristic of the subculture (74.3%). Respondents, however, often commit acts of aggression, taking part in fights between members of different subcultures (59%) and participating in riots in stadiums (30.8%). Only 23% of respondents belonging to subcultures take part in ritual activities associated with a specific ideology and a philosophy of life advocated by various subcultures. Students’ interests in subcultures, however, are fragmented and inconsistent. Respondents identify with several groups, choosing those elements of their ideology or symbolism, which seem to be most attractive to them, preaching often conflicting terms, far from being a coherent philosophy of life, or an alternative cultural system.
Łukasz Zaremba

Aggression Prevention According to the Social-Information Processing Model and the Attributional Theory
Summary

Harmfulness and prevalence of aggressive behavior, especially in schools, make this problem one of the most important interests of pedagogues. Effective prevention and treatment of aggression may be impeded by the amount and multi aspect of knowledge that we have on that subject at present. Therefore, some authors believe that we can do nothing but reconcile the oppose views thus to adopt the eclectic approach in designing the preventive and corrective activities. The article presents a different point of view. The author proposes the analyses of the aggression phenomenon only from the perspective of human cognitive conception of the man. This approach includes the social information-processing model of children’s social adjustment (by Kenneth Dodge & Nicki Crick) and an attributional theory, which provides a solid base for the creation of preventive and therapeutic programmes towards the aggression. In the described model it is proposed that the child’s behavioral response is a function of processing an array of social cues, which they receive as an input to the database of memories of past experiences that they already have. The results of researches show that children with conduct disorders have major problems with social information-processing. Taking into account the differences in social information-processing model of children’s social adjustment, which can be manifested by two different forms of aggression, offers the potential for more effective impact. Theories of aggressive behavior suggest the existence of distinct forms of reactive (hostile) and proactive (instrumental) aggression. Reactive aggression is an angry, defensive response to frustration or provocation, while proactive aggression is a deliberate behavior that is controlled by external reinforcements. Thus – in the opinion of the author – programmes aimed to change the hostile attributions are more effective towards children manifesting reactive aggression. On the contrary, for children proactively aggressive treatment, focusing on the process of problem solving was found to be more appropriate.
Magdalena Grochowalska

Support to the Language Preschool Child Development — Reality or Parable Educational
Summary

Support to the language development is a kind of assistance from more competent people to those who are less competent in a branch of knowledge or skills, viz. an improvement, not acceleration of the development. A declaration of ‘support’, for example in a syllabus documentation, may in practice mean some mythical actions whose performers believe not only in the causative potential of the concept itself, but also that education can develop in a child accurately indicated skills and guarantee them a certain level of knowledge. Commonly, the meaning attributed to the term ‘support’ shows some spaces beyond a linguistic description taken from lexicons. This research was aimed at finding some contexts to constitute the base for the meaning formulated by teachers and ascribed to actions encouraging a kid’s linguistic development. It was assumed that attributing meanings to words is an index of their representation in the human consciousness and a description of the way of defining will reveal the meanings attributed to the concept of ‘support’ and eventually will reveal this what ‘consolidates’ teachers’ actions. The selected analytical trends have revealed the dynamic character of the process which is subject to continuous changes according to a child’s age. Basing upon the contents of the statements said there were determined three implicative definitions attributable to support, viz.: setting an example, enabling activities, organization of exercises. It turned out that the activity of an adult is in most cases of adaptive approach, and the researchers expect that a child will master communication skills as specified in the given range or level. Statements are differentiated in line with the area of competence recognized as essential; preferred was one of the selected communicational aspects – linguistic or social or cognitive. There were noticed as well some divergent types of answers whose contents implied a different level of perception in the complexity of the development supportive process. They were arranged as follows: exhibition of high sensitivity, understatement of a task, lacking awareness of a task. The collected data were interpreted in relation to the factors that determine the teacher’s function, among other things, the need of crystallizing and disambiguation of tasks under performance and the exposed antinomy in educational proposals – constructive or deconstructive for the development.
Jolanta Sajdera

The Educational Situations in the Kindergarten Environment in the Interpretation of Prospective Teachers

Summary

According to Zbigniew Bauman, in the socialization process, actions adopted by persons of importance are not homogeneous and their influence on the subject is different. A kid discovers its place in a community by making choices between its desired subject to realization and expectations from persons of importance, first only from adults, and then also from other kids. Today’s pre-school pedagogy is focused mainly upon the community importance of a group in which placed is a child ‘enrolled’ in a kindergarten. The operation of this institution of education needs a multifaceted approach. In this article, attention is paid to the essence of interpersonal reactions taking place in the educational process; performed was also an analysis of the social context in which knowledge and skills of kindergarten children is internalized. Underlined was the specific character of this educational environment which creates conditions of extra-family socialization. Today’s research into the social development of children proves that a systematic participation in social-like events triggers mental strategies aimed at understanding social relations. Despite the social context imposed by adults, children who want to approach other children are co-authors of group rules by establishing a ‘children’s community’. The way that teacher follows in order to organize educational activities is related to the educational context conceived by them and attributed to group education within the institution. Therefore, of importance seems to be an analysis pertinent to the method of arranging an education offer of a kindergarten, adopted by a teacher, which is to show the share of a kid perceived as a co-author and participant in educational activities. The empirical material consisted of students’ observation reports on the teachers conducting the educational activities with the children. It was analyzed how significant the observed educational situations were in the opinion of the observing students. The analysis covers some parts of kindergarten syllabus activities, compiled by students, and it has been shown that already the method of writing down one’s observations may become the first issue in the analysis of events which seem to be of importance to an observer – a prospective teacher. The range of analysis of the events observed was aimed at reaching a critical reflection upon educational practice and at paying attention to what at first glance is invisible, but does take place in the educational proves.
Marta Uberman

Archetypical Symbols in Graphic Expression of a Pre-School Child: Pedagogical Aspect

Summary

Symbols spontaneously created by a child are independent of the influence of consciousness, they represent the inner truth and reality as it is perceived by the child, the content becomes the fact reflecting the sphere of unconscious mythology – the projection which does not differentiate between the content of the individual psyche and the collective psyche as they do not stand in opposition to one another but rather participate jointly. Projection of children’s demons, monsters originally assumes the general shape which allows for or combines diverse aspects of illustration, and arising from gradually deeper layers of collective, all-human experience it assumes mythological features diversified in pictorial forms of fanciful dragons, wizards, ghosts, witches, warriors, aliens, etc. These symbols constitute the pre-illustrations, the common good of humanity derived from unconsciousness, unawareness and are reflected not only in dreams, visions, fantasies but also in children’s creative illustrative fantasising. They depict a kind of “individual mythology” with their closest analogy in the form of typical figures in the world of fairy tales and myth. Hence, we can assume that they represent certain collective (but not individual) structural elements of human psyche in general, but also that they “have been inherited as morphological elements of human body” (Jacobi, 1968, p. 124). They develop on the basis of the ancestors’ wisdom and their intuitive acceptance leads to reshaping and equipping them with meanings of new quality. Pre-illustrations successfully influence our subconsciousness stimulating intuition, feelings, notions and depictions, and infiltrating into awareness they shape deeper layers of psyche. I believe that familiarity with the development of the forms of archetypical symbolic representation of early childhood is essential knowledge as it proves that in principle the discovery occurs in the absence of logical reasoning. Hence, it is crucial for a teacher to consider this fact while planning and undertaking activities developing spontaneous artistic expression of a child by grading artistic activities and thematic tasks both in content and form, moving gradually from spontaneous (primary) expression to the spontaneity of expression (secondary) employing the child’s natural need to fantasise and play. It is essential to point out that a child’s spontaneous pictorial creativity is both a qualitative and a quantitative feature of existence, the power of realising the link between the primeval relations between humans and the world of dreams; it is a particular form of the mythology of childhood as well as the programme of “cultural survival” independent of time, the place of origin or the level of development of civilisation. Children’s artistic creativity is not only an inexhaustible source of knowledge about their mental life but also a valuable resource in the process of education, therefore it cannot be treated solely as the means of registering, describing and documenting the external reality. In pedagogical practice it is essential to be able to understand and cater for children’s specific needs, focusing on the stimulation of the processes of spontaneity of expression and the skill of discriminating between qualitative differences appearing gradually in the development of the forms of pictorial illustration.
Ewa Żmijewska

Regional Education Programme „Zaczinom gadac i pisac po kaszëbsku” – Towards Interculturalism

Summary

The starting point, but also a skeleton around which this text is built, was Delors Report, especially the so-called third pillar of education, i.e. the strategy „Learn to live together, learn living together with others”. There was an attempt to find possible answers to fundamental questions: where the sources and chances of such creation of education can be found (especially at its beginning level) in order to become more sensitive to others and simultaneously to support processes of creating an identity? Theoretical considerations have been concentrated around the following ideas: identity, region, borderland. The interdependencies and differences between multicultural education, regional education and regionalization of teaching have been indicated. The legislative conditioning of intercultural education in the context of learning a regional language have been presented, i.e. The UNESCO convention on protection and promotion of variety of cultural expression forms, the Ratification of European Charter of Regional or Minority Languages Act dated 13 June 2008 executed in Strasbourg on 5 November 1992, National and Ethnic Minority and Regional Languages Act dated 6 January 2005 and the Regulation of the Minister of Education dated 14 November 2007 on conditions and the methods of realization by preschools, schools and public institutions of tasks enabling students to maintain their feeling of national, ethnic and linguistic identity of students belonging to ethnic minority and societies using a regional language. The exemplification of a thesis of the possibility of factual creating of regional education supporting the shaping of the feeling of intercultural identity was an analysis of a syllabus for Kashubian language and Kashubian studies „Zaczinòm gadac i pisac po kaszëbskù” for students of 0 – I grades of the primary school in Kętrzyn written by Maria Formela. The analysis was effected in reference to theory and practice of bilingualism, presenting particular elements of the syllabus as realization of a function of primary education teacher in the multicultural society – guardian of the mother tongue, home tongue, guide in developing skills of narrative thinking, creator and participant of the processes of identity shaping. 
Janusz Morbitzer

Quo Vadis Homo Mediens?
Summary

Modern man lives in the media world, co-created by a computer connected to the Internet, cell phone, electronic devices for recording and reproducing sound and image and recently also texts (e-books). According to the thesis of McLuhan, media have influence on humans. Especially strong is the impact of the Internet which, as shown by many studies, changes the structure and functioning of the surfers’ brain. Negative impact on abstract thinking, especially in children, is contributed also to television. Internet has led to the emergence of network communities, as well as to new divisions in society on digital natives and digital immigrants. New technologies also result in the emergence of new educational concepts that change the traditional understanding of such concepts as knowledge or intelligence. The direction of human development in a media world, offering both enormous opportunities and many threats, is determined primarily by the attitude of the media users, including the responsibility for their own development.
Emilia Musiał

Social Networking from The Teacher Perspective 
Summary

Social networking – which are the fourth most common reason for using the Internet – a new social and economic phenomenon which is changing our way of functioning on the Internet. It is focused around people with similar characteristics, interests, dreams, whose activity is often reduced to the possibility of mutual communication, chat, forums, focus groups. It also creates a meeting place for all who want to work in a community professing values such as faith, friendship, love, fidelity, family and responsibility. This type of co-creation services enable knowledge sharing and its free publicity, as well as exchange experiences and establish direct contacts. They may become a unique meeting place for learners (pupils, students, trainees), teachers (teachers, trainers, coaches) and scholars, as exemplified by Knowledge and Education portal. Furthermore, they may significantly assist the non-formal education. As an example can serve the community of professional services, where those with converging interests (including unions) can discuss online or get professional answers to their questions. The feedback from such sources may be more accurate or valuable than the content of textbooks and other static educational materials.
Irena Pulak

Educational Contexts of Building Virtual Communities

Summary

Internet in recent years has become an important medium of communication between people. It also fulfills the function of a new social space. It is not only a rich source of information for users, but it becomes also a place for meetings and other activities. An important role in this process is played by Web 2.0 tools, including social networks. This phenomenon is particularly visible on the example of the young generation. They have naturally dominated the Internet space, while the use of a wide range of network services for older generations comes with much more difficulty. Meeting in cyberspace and the existence in it has become an integral part of everyday life for young people – representatives of the Digital Natives. Virtual space begins to play a very important role in the society, facilitates interactions with relatives, friends and family, it allows to operate in the new digital form of social life. The possibilities of virtual teamwork are increasing too. Many of the net tools allow to create and edit common documents online, participate in project teams. Due to technological advancement, we witness the creation of a virtual learning environment of contemporary student and in the same time online workshop of modern teacher. Many virtual communities are created in the Internet. Virtual communities are defined as a group of people, who interact in a virtual environment, they are objective, based on technology and guided by standards and regulations. Some of communities have broad educational goals. Educational virtual communities are therefore defined as a learning environment using the latest digital technology, in which participants communicate with each other, together create knowledge and share their personal experiences. Internet users can communicate with each other, learn together, in time, place and pace that is most convenient for them and adequate to undertaken tasks. The most important elements characterizing the actions of virtual learning communities are: active involvement, cooperation in the group, the social construction of knowledge, sharing of information resources, mutual assistance and support. The process of building a virtual community can take place under conditions more or less formalized. In practice however, these trends manifest themselves clearly in terms of non-formal education. Major educational institutions, such as schools or universities remain on the sidelines of these changes, at least for the moment.

